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other nations inasmuch as it is equipped with the instru-
ments of violent coercion. Moreover the plans for its eco-
nomic development aim at the creation of a highly indus-
trialized state, complete with great factories under capi-
talistic or governmental control, increasing centralization
of power, a rising standard of living and also no doubt (as
in all other highly industrialized states,) a rising incidence
of neuroses and incapacitating psycho-somatic disorders.
Gandhi succeeded in ridding his country of the alien tiger;
but he failed in his attempts to modify the essentially
tigerish nature of nationalism as such. Must we therefore
despair? I think not The pressure of fact is painful and,
we may hope, finally irresistible. Sooner or later it will
be realized that this dreamer had his feet firmly planted on
the ground, that this idealist was the most practical of men.
For Gandhi's social and-economic ideas are based upon a
realistic appraisal of man's nature and the nature of his
position in the universe. He knew, on the one hand, that
the cumulative triumphs of advancing organization and
progressive technology cannot alter the basic fact that man
is an animal of no great size and, in most cases, of very
modest abilities. And, on the other hand, he knew that
these physical and intellectual limitations are compatible
with a practically infinite' capacity for spiritual progress.
The mistake of most of Gandhi's contemporaries was to
suppose that technology and organization could turn the
petty human animal into a superhuman being and could
provide a substitute for the infinities of a spiritual realiza-
tion, whose very existence it had become orthodox to deny.
For this amphibious being on the border-line between
the animal and the spiritual, what sort of social, political
and economic arrangements are the most appropriate? To
this question Gandhi gave a simple and eminently sensible
answer. Men, he said, should do their actual living and
working in communities of a size commensurate with their
bodily and mental stature, communities small enough to
permit of genuine self-government and the assumption of
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